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T H E I M M I G R A T I O N C O M M I T T E E — 
AIMS 

1. T o study the social and economic aspects of the 
I m m i g r a t i o n problem, w i t h special reference to women. 

2 . T o find w o r k for the y o u n g i m m i g r a n t w o m a n 
under good condit ions, and to secure for her the neces­
sary protection. 

3. T o protect both the housekeeper and the house-
worker f rom their common dangers. 

4. T o b r i n g the i m m i g r a n t w o m a n into sympa­
thetic understanding tand relat ionship w i t h A m e r i c a n 
ideals and standards. 

WORK ACCOMPLISHED 
1. F r i e n d l y relations between the y o u n g i m m i ­

grant w o m a n and the office have been established on 
her a r r i v a l in Chicago. T w o investigators are em­
ployed to vis it the newcomer at the addresses sent 
f rom E l l i s Is land to the office and when located their 
names and addresses are sent to fr iendly v is i tors . 
T h e names of 1,459 such women have been received 
since the middle of Ju ly . 

2 . A department of F r i e n d l y V i s i t i n g has been es­
tablished for the purpose of m a i n t a i n i n g a helpful re­
lationship w i t h the i m m i g r a n t w o m a n and he lp ing her 
to find fair employment and good l i v i n g condit ions. 
She is also advised where to secure n ight-school ing , 
medical care^ and social recreation. T h i s w o r k has 
been done bv volunteer workers f rom the settlements, 
and by a few women of foreign b i r th who have been 
interested in their o w n people. 

3. A committee to furnish a list of reputable and 
reliable employment offices or agencies has been 
formed. 

4. E m p l o y m e n t has been found for many of these 
y o u n g women as domestic workers and in business 
houses. T o this end we have co-operated w i t h some 
of the societies and employment agencies w h i c h we 
know to be reliable. 

5. W e have acted as a c lear ing house to b r i n g 
friends together who have not been able to find one 
another. 
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R E P O R T O F 

T H E I M M I G R A T I O N C O M M I T T E E 

O F T H E 

W O M E N ' S T R A D E U N I O N L E A G U E O F C H I C A G O 

ORIGIN THE IMMIGRATION Committee was formed 
last J u l y by the W o m e n ' s T r a d e U n i o n 

League of Chicago in answer to the request of the 
W o m e n ' s M u n i c i p a l League of N e w Y o r k C i t y and 
the C o u n c i l of Jewish W o m e n , to co-operate w i t h them 
in meeting the needs of the i m m i g r a n t women and 
gir ls who come to A m e r i c a v i a E l l i s I s land. 

S i m i l a r associations exist for the protect ion of the 
immigrant , and as research organizat ions to study and 
improve local conditions for women, in P h i l a d e l p h i a 
and Boston. T h e four cities, N e w Y o r k , P h i l a d e l p h i a , 
Boston and Chicago , are now co-operating under the 
I n t e r - M u n i c i p a l Research Committee of w h i c h M i s s 
Frances A . K e l l o r is secretary. 

I M M I G R A T I O N A SPECIAL I m m i g r a t i o n Department 
C O M M I T T E E WAS formed under the W o m e n ' s 

T r a d e U n i o n League of Chicago . T o 
supervise the w o r k , a group of men and women i n ­
terested in the welfare of the i m m i g r a n t and connected 
w i t h other preventive and protective organizat ions of 
the city have met m o n t h l y to discuss the s ituation and 
plan the w o r k for the f o l l o w i n g month . 

Di rec t communicat ion w i t h E l l i s Is land was estab­
lished i n co-operation w i t h the N e w Y o r k League , 
by m a i n t a i n i n g a special agent at E l l i s Is land. T h e 
names of the immigrants coming to Chicago were 
copied by the agent f rom the manifest, and forwarded 
to the committee. 
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F r o m J u l y 15th to A p r i l 1st, 1,459 names were re­
ceived, representing almost every country in E u r o p e . 
W i t h the rarest exception the ages ranged f rom s ix­
teen to thirty . T h e fact of the extreme youth of most 
of the immigrants , and that ful ly ninety per cent have 
come alone, has made the protection most urgent. 

Unavo idab le delay in receiv ing the names has made 
it impossible to make a close connection w i t h the i m m i ­
grant at the station. T h e members of the committee 
have been notified of the a r r i v a l of the i m m i g r a n t 
trains, w h i c h come in either early in the m o r n i n g or 
late at night , and f rom time to time have been at the 
station on their a r r i v a l . A l t h o u g h special care is taken 
that the i m m i g r a n t be g iven the best protect ion pos­
sible at E l l i s Is land, the guardianship of the G o v e r n ­
ment ends when she is turned over to the var ious ra i l ­
roads ; sufficient protection is not g iven to this large 
class of travel , and the accommodations for them in 
the stations are most inadequate. T h e rai lroads do not 
assume sufficient responsibi l i ty i n p r o v i d i n g for the 
safety o f the i m m i g r a n t g i r l and w o m a n to her final 
destination. 

T h e Committee have attempted to b r i n g more pro­
tection to the i m m i g r a n t by secur ing matrons in the 
immigrant w a i t i n g rooms at several stations, but so 
far it has been impossible to b r i n g about such appoint­
ments. 

Arrival of 
Immigrating On leaving Ellis Island the immigrant is urged to send a te legram to her 

friends, announc ing the t ime of her 
a r r iva l in Chicago. Of ten the friends fai l to meet her, 
and the g i r l , not able to speak the E n g l i s h language, 
dazed and confused in the new w o r l d of faces and cus­
toms, is at the mercy or kindness of anyone. 

T o o often we hear the story of the unfortunate one 
misled under the guise of kindness and fr iendship. T h e 
g i r l , alone, whose friends have failed to meet her, on 
leaving the station is often besieged by expressmen 


