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THE IMMIGRATION COMMITTEE—
AIMS

1. To study the social and economic aspects of the
Immigration problem, with special reference to women.

2. To find work for the young immigrant woman
inder good conditions, and to secure for her the neces-
sary protection,

3. To protect both the housekeeper and the house-
worker from their common dangers.

4. To bring the immigrant woman into sympa-
thetic understanding and relationship with American
ideals and standards.

WORK ACCOMPLISHED

1. Friendly relations between the young immi-
grant woman and the office have been established on
her arrival in Chicago. Two investigators are em-
ployed to visit the newcomer at the addresses sent
from Ellis Island to the office and when located their
names and addresses are sent to friendly visitors.
The names of 1,459 such women have been received
since the middle of July.

2. A department of Friendly Visiting has bheen es-
tablished for the purpose of maintaining a helpful re-
lationship with the immigrant woman and helping her
to find fair employment and good living conditions.
She is also advised where to secure night-schooling,
medical care, and social recreation. This work has
been done by volunteer workers from the settlements,
and by a few women of foreign birth who have been
interested in their own people.

3. A committee to furnish a list of reputable and
reliable employment offices or agencies has been
formed.

4. Employment has been found for many of these
yvoung women as domestic workers and in business
houses. To this end we have co-operated with some
of the societies and employment agencies which we
know to be reliable.

5. We have acted as a clearing house to bring
friends together who have not been able to find one
another.




REPORT OF
THE IMMIGRATION COMMITTEE
OF TIE

WomexN's Trane Unrox LEacur or Cirrcaco

The Immigration Comumittee was formed
last July hyv the Women's Trade nion
League of Chicago in answer to the request of the
Women’s Municipal League of New York City and
the Council of Jewish Women, to co-operate with them
in meeting the needs of the immigrant women and
girls who come to America via Fllis Tsland.

Similar associations exist for the protection of the
smrugrant. and as rescarch organizations to study and
improve local conditions for women, in Philadelphia
and Boston. The four citics, New York, Pluladclphia,
Boston and Chicago, are now co-operating under the
Inter-MMunicipal Research Committee of which Miss
Frances A, Kellar is secrctary.

ORIGIN

IMMIGRATION <t Special Immigration Dcpr}rtmel}t
COMMITTEE was formed under the Women's

Trade Union League of Chicago. To
supervise the work, a group of men and women in-
terested in the welfare of the immigrant and connected
with other preventive and protective organizations of
the city have met monthly to discuss the sitnation and
plan the work for the following month.

Direct communication with FEllis Tsland was estab-
lished in co-operation with the New York I.caguc,
by maintaining a special agent at Ellis [sland. The
names of the immigrants coming to Chicagn were
copied by the agent from the manifest, and forwarded
io the committee.
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From July 15th to April Ist, 1,459 names were re-
ceived, representing almost every country in Europe.
With the rarest exception the ages ranged from six-
teen to thirty. The fact of the extreme youth of most
of the immigrants, and that fully ninety per cent have
come alone, has made the protection most urgent.

Unavoidable delay in receiving the names has made
it impossible to make a close connection with the immi-
grant at the station. The members of the committee
have been notified of the arrival of the immigrant
trains, which come in either early in the morning or
late at night, and from time to time have been at the
station on their arrival. Although special care is taken
that the immigrant be given the best protection pos-
sible at Ellis Island, the guardianship of the Govern-
ment ends when she is turned over to the various rail-
roads ; sufficient protection is not given to this large
class of travel, and the accommodations for them in
the stations are most inadequate. The railroads do not
assume sufficient responsibility in providing for the
safety of the immigrant girl and woman to her final
destination.

The Committee have attempted to bring more pro-
tection to the immigrant by securing matrons in the
immigrant waiting rooms at several stations, but so
far it has been impossible to bring about such appoint-
ments.

Arrival of

ImmigratingOnleavingEllislslandtheimmigrantisurgedtosendatelegram to her
friends, announcing the time of her

arrival in Chicago. Often the friends fail to meet her,

and the girl, not able to speak the English language,

dazed and confused in the new world of faces and cus-

toms, is at the mercy or kindness of anyone.

Too often we hear the story of the unfortunate one
misled under the guise of kindness and friendship. The
girl, alone, whose friends have failed to meet her, on
leaving the station is often besieged by expressmen



